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. 'l'il~ runt)e condition mrrvcy .r:cccn-:.::ly o.:xr.plcto::1 oa ll.naconda' s Ju.ck Pile · 

urw1i\.im mine \·J;)..S nude to rk.:tcl:mlnc if rcclt1Ir.:J.tion \•.'Or.k. on mined t:1rcas 'l.·.rill 

l~etuxn the lcmd to its fonrBr vegetative c.:ondition. In order to m.."l.'k.e this 

cx:.:-npuxison, clippin:r str:c1ies \·Jere done on undisturb...~ areas \·Jhich had 

CJ:r'~icnc.:cd vc.:r.;,_• little gr.:1z_ing pr~r:suro. In order to make our ccn~uri~ons 

as rcli.-ilile ·as possible, the di::;tm:b::!<l and undisturbed areas were selected 

Hith \'ery simi.J~ pl~ysiographic, topoJraphic an1 clim::d:ic _co!'lditions. 

s~:rc p-co~lO.l'!S c1icount.ercd v.:ere introduced grass sp8cics se~ed for recla-

r~ut-.ion .illcltil.i.ng \.oJeepin.~y love<y.LClss and crcst~d \vhca.tgrass. 

Soi.ls COl:relation \vill b3 difficult b2cause reclaimed areas (du:rps) u.sed 

availv.ble m3.teriul (sandstone) an1.by n12che.n.ical lTI2a.I1.5 c;0.1Shs..i tlris parent 

m._--._t_erial for the soil that \~as used as the plu.nting medium. Results of 

the clipping o.ata on the undisturbed sites shcr,is: 'o ,• 'r, 

SitG 1 - M~sa t.Op loamy upland site. Ecological condition of this .undi~­

turbed ~itc is good. M:ljor species of this area were; Galleta, Blue Grama, 

fJ:Jttlebrush SguirreH~ail and Three Awns. Also present but in a very small 

o:ro~.mt \'laS l'ieste.r:n Wheatgrass and Spike l.fuhly. Production t-ms determined 

nt 497 lbs./ac~ Suggested initial stocking rates for this area according 

to the above data is six~ units per section. or, 8.5 acres per animal . . . 
unit rronth. (Animal unit iq equivalent to a rrother CXJW and calf. or 

..... · !-. 
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P<:t<JC. 2. 

'l'hi.s stocking rate is h:1scd on areas of· similar top:>~rr.nphy, soils, and 

prcx1uct:ion. It is .i.mport.unt to note that this capu.city was dctcrnlincxl 

consicodJi<J no p;:-oblcms in acc~;ss or c1i:~Lr.iliution of livestock. 'l'he fact 

is ho.·;cvcr, tl~t access to th"i_s crrcu. is Limited and distribution of lives-

stock uuy b2 ·a prublc·u, bccm.1::::c of \·later distribution and location in 

relation to the gru.zjng arcn. \ 

'1118 cJ..ipping stu.::ly on the rccl<l7n<:.Ltion arc?.s centered en three different 

stages of J:cvcgetation. .Site one (l) l1Jr1 men established for one year. 

Site h.v (2) had lx"c:n established fer npp:r:o:dn1=:..te~.y thn .. 'C y0..urs and Site 

three (3) uus tl12· oldes·t aret.. nnd harl 1:::2211 established appro:d.nl-::ttely five 

years. ago. T'nis nt:!t.b.od of evaluat-J.on \·:as used to cJetcmili1e _if, fc~ a 

typic.:U situation, a patte:m corD.d b3 established as to the succ2ss of 

reclw-a::t:.:ion of tbe urea. l\';3'a:b1t si.'llilar topographic, cJ..ilm.t:ic and physio-

<;;<raphic areas \vere used~ other results of the clipping stUdy shows th::1t 

Site one (1) ~·las, predorninately annual vegetation.- There -v;as evidence of 

success on establishing Western \t\Jheatgrass, Sideoat.s C',rama, ~·leeping love-· . 

grass and Foun·ling Sultbush. Indian Ricegrass, Blue Gr.;una, and.Bottlebrush­

Sq~tixrel tail are_ all present in small ai'!Ounts. · 

Site 2 - Sl10'.¥S an appreciable decrease in the production of annual vegota.,. 

tion. Blue GraJt¥1, Alkali Samton and Fourwing Saltbush were the dominant 

forage producers. 

Site 3 - Blue Grarna, Indian ~icegrass, Sideoats Grama and Three Awn are . . 

the rrajor grass species \ci.tl1 Fom:wing Saltbush also prominent • 
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Pi.1CjC 3. 

'J.'ln txcnd \·.ould tend to sho;., th<tt initial e~;t;:tblish:-r.~·nt of a rcsccd.ed 

Drcu i·:.)uld co;u;:)}:i~c of a.rum:1l vc-sctution follow2d by cst;'lblishrncnt of 

i.D.troJn· .. x.:d grasses such as; We-eping I..ovcgri:l~;s and Cres-ted tilhcatgrnss. 

O.re:r a r~r.i.cd of tine, these wo~Jd oo rcplnccd py native vegetation. 

'l':1is shcr.~rs to ro t11e case in this iustnnce nnc1 \-Jould h~ c>q)~ctcd under 

rontrollc~l conditions m1.ch as He exp2ricnced. 

For stod:ing catrrp;:rr:i.sons, \'J~ used Site tJ.iree (3} as a 9Uide since it 

\·l.:::s th-:! olcl:::s'c est:.:ililished area and \·.'Ould tend. t.o gi vc b2t·ter information . ... 
On this ba.d.s \·:e dc.tcnn:i.ncd from prc:luction and 'co:r;::osition. initial 

SU;lJCsted sto~ing rates of G C..l'1i.rtcl units V'..X s~c\.".ion or 9. 0 acn::!s p2r 

aniir.al tmit m::mth. Tl1is \·,:01..lid alla.v us to conclu:Je that revcg2t;ation of 

t:.us c::rea can provide co..'TI~<ilile proouction t:o 1..1l1dist'....rlxx1 su:::-round.ing 

arro.s. The increased shrub cr..1.~sition inclu.lli19 Fcm:vJing Saltbush, 

Snak.eNeed, and other shrubs should prov-ide inc!-"eased nesting sites and 
. . 

cover for wildlife such as; quail~ doves, songbirds, and rCYJc.,.~.ts •. · The 

distan~e to -vmter should not be a dctrirr.ent to ttr.Lldlifc. 

KEN l'W...'I{ER 
District Conservationist, SCS 

-:.t 

J~ Reioux - Range Conservationist 
Rorert 1\l::crcranbie - Range Conservationist 

. Wilbur Lewis Envirol1IICiltal Division Anaconda Co • 
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